g vest-cost
utifity ! |




Scooter Rider Magazine 1 Early Spring 2004

PRODUCT REVIEWS

SRM KEEPS YOU UP ON THE
BEST GEAR FOR YOUR
SCOOTERING EXPERIENCE

by BJ Strass
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“Braake 001" was of course Lhe surs all hooked by traveling
wvendors. Making their way fpom town Lo own selling nomn-
affactive potlons with big sales pitches and good showmanship.
By the time the good townspesple found thelr medicing to b
ineffeative, the sallar had moved o,

Today we use the phrase to describe a proposition or product
which hasg big claims it cannot (N T have A little internal
alarm that goes off when a produst sounds like Snake OIl Bome
pecple might oall thig a Bull Sh*t deteotor: Elther way, I tend to
be leery of extravagant claims. My Snake 0l alarm was loud in
miy ears when reading the olalme for the DLal-A-Jet.

= More Horge Fower - Excellent Running Quallty

= Optimizes Fuel - Easy Installation

= Rajet in esconde With a olick of the patented 5 poaition jet dial

= Allews you to run in & broad temperature or altitude rangs
without rejetting

Yeah, right, and [ have a great deal en a timeshare in the mideast
far anly........... Well after reading and rersading and cheaking owt
links on testimonials and oheoking a gouple of articlas, I was just
too intrigued. So I deaided Iwas a auaker and was golng to thaw
away my money. I ondered a Dial-A-Jel.

I rade tha call to Thundsr Frodusts in Minnagsta and talksd to
Lon, the develaper af the DAL]. Lon was a niee oy willing to take
the Limee o answer my guestions. He dddn't push the hard sell
and allowed me o explain 1 wanted to instal the unit on my
srtater. He had had no prior seoater experiencs with the DAL
bub felt ke couwld sat me up with & unit similar te what would be
ugad an a four-stroke dirt bike.  With oy aeedit card nurmbar
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foul eut. Tough
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DAJ Is legendary
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clreleg. Ower time the system began to migrate to
motoroyales as well. I read some very impressive
postings from orulser riders thab put stralght pipss
on their motorcycles and did not need to medify the
carbureter any more than the DAJ.  Typically
completes reetting weould be absolubsly nessssary
under thege conditions.

The unit arrived In a small unimperesaive bax; I
opened the box and..Orap, that's it...thess small
pleces? Bay, did I get serewed! Determinad to make
the most of my “educational opportunity™ I studied
Lhe install guide. Installation however, had Lo wall a
couple of weeks as I wanted the fit-up to colnokde with
the addition of a wired in flashing brakelight. Finally

| opened the box
and.....Crap, that’s
it.....these small
pieces? Boy, did | get
screwed!

the Bunday arrived and [ got inko the install. First 1
hawe Lo say this was not an easy install om my
Henda Reflex. This was due to the location of the
angine and carburetor on this soooter 1 rernosvead
the entire rear body eeations te get to the carb. The
next problarn was that the carb is almost hidden
behind a portion of the frame. Undawntad I began
the proaedurs.

In slmplest terms, the DAJ iz a arnall system that
mounts &k the rear of the carb in the rubber boot
that dellvers air frorm the alr flter, The oAt bowl
drain sorew e replaced by a apigot and a tube 18 run
up to the unit. The unit Inserts a emall brass fubs
inte the rubber boot at the rear of the carb, The
idea iz when the engine iz under load, it will pull an
additlenal atomized Muslfalr mixture inke the carh.
The DAT has A cliock adfjustment to determins the
amount of anrichment needad. Aftar mueh trial and
arror I found & moeunting location that would clear
the frarme and allow the unit to woerk (assuming it
dioes work, that ig).

I wired In the brake light, reassembled everything
and went for 4 ghort ride. Is therse 8 differanca?
Hrmurmn, it sesrms to acaelarabse g bit q_'l.'lllZ"-J{E-.l'.'. Thig iz
nok tha .I‘lﬂ'.l:'lg gonditions 1 I:"Eﬂll.:f' neesd Lo Lest out tha
unit. What I needed was a long ride to check the
-\'JE'I.B.I:'I.gEE- where Lhe seaoter aould wese i most. This
hawe o wall another waak,

I suppose I ahould first explain why I was locking
Tar a salution. My scooter was running lean on fusl,
The aymptoms wepe poor performance in the
mountaing and up hils, and particularly when
running dewn the intarstata, the enging would heat
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up If my speed was above B5mph for vary long I have
found lean-run to be very comInon with many
motoroyales  and Soootars  withoul feel Injectien,
partloularly I they ara wsed mostly ab lower altitudes.
Thiz happens dus Lo the nead Lo ensure the engine
emizalons are low for regulatory besting and bacallse
Lhey are not tuned for specifc altitudes (& soooter
bought in Colorado would have the game tuning as one
bought In Florida). The salution 8 changing the
carburetor jets (rejelting). This invelves & lob of
removing the sarb and teial and error. I the carb is
not aasy to get at, this 18 & real pailn. Alse 5 you latey
change something else, like a higher Oow alr filtar op
performance exhawst, the jetting rouwst be modifted
agaln. On moat motoroyalss and many scooters the
carh i falrly easy to @et to, but not the Rellex

8o the weekend comes around and [ go out for A day of
riding. & run up the Interstate quickly proved I aould
now Fun ab a constant TOmph, Awesore! Mo heating
up. 8o I head fe a run through the aoastal range. All
along I begln w nobloe an improvement 1o hasd
accaleratlon. Up into the hills the change ls most
noticeable. On one steep seatlen [ weant up thres weeks
earlier at I0rnph, now was alimbed ak 3Pmph. A huge

T LOCKDOWN SCREW
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change, I also notloed the engine sesmed to run
grmoother throughout the RPM range. [ was eostatic.
Ho “Bnabkea 0417,

Mow 1 am sure you are reading this and saying to
yoursell, “Sure, [ bet the gas mileage 8 horrible now™.
Nope! Owerall, T get about the sams. I often run the
gaoober harder now, bacause I can. When it is undsr
hard Ioad I do see & small deorsase in mileage, however,
when riding coensgarvatively, the milsage I8 about the
game or slghtly Inoreased.

I have now used the DAJ on tours, and daily riding
under many conditions fer over a year and am
completaly pleassd with its performanca. OF the many
changes and mods T have made to my scceter, This has
been the mosat usable and has had the most praofound
effects. The ease of mounting the Dial-A-Jet will have 8
lot do with the ascesgibility of your carburetaer. A Hellx,
for example would be a pretty sasy installation with
likely only & seat removal needed to get Lo the carh.
gmall Baootars with the englne at the gide aould bea evan
eagiar. Ag Ib's pesitive affecte are Said to be eVen mars
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affactive on two-gtroke anginas, small
secaters with performance exhausts
aould benefit @reatly. Howewver.
it does nol work on fusl injected
mashines.

Jther Lhen the Dlal-A-Jet, Thunder
Froduals makes other performancs
iterns. Thelr TPI Valve |8 designed to
msdify stoake alre flter intaka Baxes Lo
e mare airflow and 1t ghould be
secater compliant as well. I you want
to make tha jump Lo a Dial-A-J8t wou
will nead to Know sorme basic info on

your gooob as they do not have a
ligting of what fAte what. For example
my Rellex Info was “liquid aooled,

four-stroke, one cylinder engine of
250an gize and absul 21 horsspowsr”
With thizs basle description they can At
you up. I do pretiy much all my awn
work and maintenancs, but I you do
nok hawve the meahanical expertiss Lo
inetall the unit and want to have b
done by your dealar, be orewarnad. I
theey are not familiae with '..“'.': DT you
may get the “Snake 007 “It'1] waid
FouUr wArranty” apeach fE-: rake surse
your dealer is onbsard for the moed.

You can check out the weab page for
Thundar Pradilats Al
warw. ThunderPraducts. com ar contact
thern at:

21878 Dveep Lake Fa.

Flehmnand, MM G836E USA

Fh: 320-527-2700
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www.chromebags.com
1086 Folaom Sireel, San Francisco, TA B103

Fark nﬂ'lrll-l..'rpql

CONTINUED FROM FAGE 10

gearch for your scoot. One thing to know beforehand is your acootsrs modal
name and number in Eurcpe and Japan. &5 most of the EK&N scc-:-t.ar
market 18 not domeatic they often do not list the american model {example:
the Honda Reflax is listed as "NESZ50 Forza™) though I hasre bean told by &
Ké&HN representative that asailability iz good for listed models. A bonus is
that F& N also heve oil filters for some scooters as wall

UNDER PIL'I:H SURE

Exacting tire pressure is & concern for many reasons. First, safety. Under
inflatsd tires can heat up and fail. Alsc & tire that is poorly under-inflated
{or over inflated) will cause handling and braking problems. Secondly, tire
wear will be considerably increased with incorrectly inflated tires. A recent
and inexpanaive gaddet on the markst can help ensure your tirea are where
they should be. They sell undsr many names like "Tire Minder" but
accomplish the seme, if the tire is correctly inflated the valve cap is grean.
If inflation is low the cap will show yellow for caution and red for immediate
attention. These unita are supplisd at different pressurse ratings and =so
make aure you know your front and rear tires pressurss when purchasing.
Check at jrour locsl scocterymotorcycls shop.



